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THE  DEATH  OF  CHRISTIAN  SCOTLAND 
The challenge to a confessing church
Growing up in a non-conformist, evangelical and sometimes revivalist Christian culture, I became sceptical of the constant refrain ‘we are living in momentous times’. However we can say without hyperbole and with complete historical accuracy that we, at the beginning of the twenty first century in Scotland, are living through the most profound change taking place in western culture – and in Scotland we have our own unique version of it. Nothing less is happening than that the nation’s core religious culture is slowly yet dramatically being destroyed. To understand our current situation we need to briefly trace the history that has shaped us so far. 
The linking of state to Christian church began with the Roman Emperor Constantine, who claimed a ‘conversion’ to the Christian faith in 311AD and who in the years that followed, ‘baptised’ the Roman Empire – with all its imperialistic trappings – into the ‘Christian faith’. 
We now skip over a thousand years of history, when the idea of a powerful church linked to a powerful state was the accepted norm and given apparent sanction by an almighty God. We are all aware of the atrocities that this allowed for in the name of Christ. 
In 1517 Martin Luther confronted the Catholic Church with his 95 Theses in which he claimed that salvation was a free gift from God and not the prerogative of a powerful and politically motivated church. In the Reformation movement however that followed, both Luther and Zwingli backed away from the idea of the autonomy of the church because they needed the support of the city fathers (in Zwingli’s case) and the territorial princes (in Luther’s). 
We now skip a few more years to the Scottish Reformation. John Knox (1510-1572), the acknowledged leader of this movement, brought it from the continent of Europe where he had been strongly influenced by John Calvin. Along with other reformers, no doubt of sincere and passionate belief in salvation by faith, he and his generation nevertheless maintained the European and previously Roman notion of the link between Church and state. The notion of a ‘Christian Scotland’ was not abandoned, but fought over and strengthened. 
The death of Christian Scotland 

In the 21st Century Scotland, the urge to link the (national) church to our state has all but vanished. This is not because of the desire on the part of the national church for autonomy, but because ‘religion’ has become an irrelevance and has ceased to command the moral imperative it once did. (This may not the case in America where the majority still attend church, or in Russia with the resurgence of Orthodoxy, and where in both countries politicians still see mileage in consorting with the ‘Christians’.) Many social historians and commentators trace this steady erosion of faith to the rise of secularisation since the Industrial Revolution (late 18th & 19th Centuries) and the Enlightenment (18th Century). However the social historian Callum Brown argues (convincingly in my view) that the real decline happened suddenly and dramatically in the 1960s. He points to the fact that previous to the 60s, the majority of the British population (even more so in Scotland) went to church and “had some faith”. In 1955 for example, 1.2 Million attended the Billy Graham Scottish crusades. Yet, the turbulent years of the late 1960s inaugurated a massive paradigm shift in British society towards immanent materialism in life, and agnosticism in belief.  
 Making disciples I write this not to depress but to inform and motivate – but in what direction? I suggest that two current responses familiar to us will waste our energy. The first is to attempt to ‘turn back the tide’ to ‘Christian Scotland’ – a response which relies more on nostalgia than clear Biblical thinking. The second is for a ‘quick fix’ in which God will suddenly bring revival and all will be well. For all sorts of reasons, I suggest that this too is unrealistic. 
What is required, I suggest, is a clear examination of the mandate from Jesus Christ to his church as contained for us in the New Testament. I suggest that we will find that the Lord’s command to us is costly, time consuming and sacrificial.  My parents went out as missionaries to West Africa in the late 1940s when ‘faith’ was still high in Scotland - especially amongst the evangelical congregations. Along with hundreds of other men and women they incarnated their lives amongst the people. We hear of many missionaries who lived lives of poverty, suffered illness and sometimes died. They shared the good news of the Gospel, baptised believers, made disciples, and planted churches. Today we see the fruit of their sacrifice in a world-wide church, which in the two-thirds world is on fire for Christ. The death of Christendom may on the one hand be an occasion for mourning, as is any death: but I suggest that on the other hand it is also a challenging opportunity to search the Scriptures to ask what is required of the followers of Jesus Christ. 
In Scotland today there continues to be great need. There is great social and psychological dysfunction all around us. Men and women appear literally ‘lost’. There is also a hunger for ‘spiritual’ reality which leads in many cases to indulgence in the occult at various levels, and to the appearance of the ‘New Age’ phenomenon in our high streets. 
As a boy I heard the constant repetition of the missionary call in of the words of Jesus: 
 “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”. (Matthew 28:19) 

However, as the peoples of many nations were ‘made disciples’ of Jesus by the Scots who gave their lives to bring them the gospel, Scotland was left embroiled in a complex and entrenched religious history. 
A Confessing Church 
The advent of the post-Christendom era however changes all that. When vast swathes of our population have no faith in, or relationship to a living God, we should have no hesitation in ‘making disciples’ our mission. 
There is emerging in Scotland a ‘confessing church’, composed all denominations and none - believers who ‘confess Jesus as Lord’ and ‘believe in their heart that God raised him from the dead’. (Romans 10:9: other ‘confession’ verses include Philippians 2:11; 1John4:15 a) The challenge to us is massive – it is to answer unequivocally the mandate of Jesus to ‘make disciples’. It is banner around which the confessing church – that body of believers made up of all denominations, new churches and old churches, traditional and ‘fresh expressions’, Protestant and Catholic can gather. We have the opportunity of a ‘clean sheet’ – although to some extent the waters may still remain muddied by a thousand years of religion. (Forgive the mixed metaphors) The challenge to all of us is to shake off the comfort of history (which is rapidly coming to an end), and step forward with confidence in the Lord who said “surely I am with you always” ( Matt.28:20) - into the mission field which is now the country of Scotland. The love of Christ compels us. (2Cor 5:14) 
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