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DOWN TO EARTH GOD
HOW TO REACH THE MARGINALIZED IN OUR CITIES

A VIEW FROM THE EAST END OF 

GLASGOW
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A VIEW FROM THE MARGINS
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WRITTEN FOR THE 
SCOTTISH NETWORK 
CHURCHES

www.networkonline.org.uk/



W
H
A
T
S 

IT

LI 
K
E 

T
O

B
E

I
N

T
H
E

M
A
R
G
I
N
S

ALTHOUGH I WROTE THIS AT 
THE REQUEST OF THE 
SCOTTISH NETWORK 
CHURCHES THIS IS ALL MY 
OWN WORK. SO THERE!!!
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WRITING A PAPER IS NOT MY THING
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BUT HERE WE GO ANYWAY
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That God is down to earth is for me as the yanks would 

say a no brainer. In making his choice about how and 

where he would enter this world, Jesus makes a very 

clear statement without saying a word. A statement 

that we need to come back to if we want the church in 

our nation to be able to meet the challenge of a 

ministry that is true to the roots of the good news.
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BORN



W
H
A
T
S 

IT

LI 
K
E 

T
O

B
E

I
N

T
H
E

M
A
R
G
I
N
S

The fact that Jesus was born into this world poor and 

homeless speaks very clearly to me about his intention. His 

intention to be with the people who were forgotten and 

marginalized in his time. It was to those on the outside that 

Jesus came and it was with those very same people that he 

spent the vast majority of his time. Jesus was brought up in a 

very down to earth family where by all accounts he learned his 

trade.  And as you know if you have ever dealt with tradesmen 

they are a very down to earth bunch. Working every day with 

your hands creating objects for others to use is a very down to 

earth profession it somehow keeps you in touch with the value 

of work.
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"down to earth bunch"
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During what we would call his 

ministry he spent nearly all of his 

time with a group of very down to 

earth people. He placed great value in 

them and entrusted the future of his 

kingdom into there hands. He 

rejected the establishment both 

political and religious, in fact on more 

than one occasion he condemned 

them for the way in which the 

excluded the poor. Jesus placed little 

value on the learned people of his 

time, he instead preferred the simple 

folk and there simple faith. Praising 

them for the faith they showed in 

him. His whole life was a very clear 

signal to the establishment of his 

time that they would not be 

allowed ownership of his good 

news about the kingdom of 

God.
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OOPS


